Not “Of the World”








Review : Last week we started looking at a set of behaviors that tend to grow in us as we are around others who practice them. We discussed the influence of others on us as well as TV sitcoms. 





Rom 12:2 / John 15:19 & 17:16 / James 4:4





In these verses we are told that despite the fact that we are “in the world” we are not to be “like the world”. Paul tells the Romans quite clearly  “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world,” Rom 12:2.  Today we are going to see if this tendency has affected anyone else in history  and try to learn from what happended.





Introduction/Background: Lets all turn to II Kings chapter 17 and read verses 35-41 - General discussion of  what was happening here .





 Here we find the nations of Isreal  worship and serving God but also hanging on to other gods and practices that God has clearly told them to eliminate from their life. Now lets meet a man with very interesting job, his name is Ezekiel and he is a prophet. 





Break into 3 study groups - Groups to read, identify what was happening and report





 Group 1 - Ezekiel 4:1-8  (Ezekiel gets a new job lying down)


 Group 2 - Ezekiel 4:9-16 (Ezekiel gets to eat in for a while)


 Group 3 - Ezekiel 5:1-3 ( Ezekiel gets a new haircut)


 Group 4 - Ezekiel 5:5-13 and 6:8-10 





Have the 1st three groups share whats happending to Ezekiel - Then have group 4  explain why and decode the figurative parables. Make sure all see that God has become angry with Isreals disobedience and mixture of Godliness and worldliness. He is letting Isreal know there are to be destroyed because of their sinful lifestyles.





Concept of “Remnants” in Scripture





Do you know what a “remnant is ? While reading through the Old Testament I began to notice the reoccurrence of certain events. Of particular interest to me was the often repeated cycle of mans attitude towards God. The cycle I observed is as follows.





  1)	The cycle always began with mans awareness of God and his reverence for Him and His desires.


  2)	As time goes by man slowly loses his awareness of God and his desire to please him.


  3)	Man then becomes exceeding wicked and begins serving other "gods", himself and generally following the ways of the world.


  4)	God then becomes saddened or grieved and he punishes man often killing many in the process but always preserving a “Remnant” of people who he loves.


  5)	Those who survive suddenly become aware of God again, they repent and after God once again teachs them what he wants from them the begin again to obey him.





The cycle then repeats.





 One way to grapically depict the cycle is like this








�������������


�


�





This depiction shows how God reserves a remnant of his people and starts over with them after removing the majority of wicked people from around them. He always places them in a new environment and rigorously tells them how he wants them to live and to avoid situations that will lead them to accept the wicked ways of other nations around them. He even goes so far as to deman that the Irealites complete destroy the other nations in Caanan so they won’t “pollute” Isreal. It almost similar to a farmer planting a field over and over and each time when the crop becomes unusable he saves the seeds from a few of the best plants and starts over with them after burning the field - In Matthew 13 Jesus even uses the parable of the wheat field to explain to us what happens.





Now lets depict the remnant process another way -
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  What is really interesting is that throughout the Old Testament, the time needed for man to move from the state of God consciousness (1) to a state of God ignorant (2) is almost always one generation. The time man is allowed to be wicked and self serving before God applies punishment is usually multiple generations. And finally the time needed for man to repent and "clean up his act" so to speak after surviving the punishment is very quick indeed (sometimes only a few days).  What does this tells us - why is the timing this way? Why does it take only one generation typically to loose our corporate knowledge of God.?  The answer, I believe is found in Dueteronomy chapter 11.





 Lets read Duet 11:1-5 and 11:18-21





Key Message: Here we see God warning the Isrealites who saw the power of God and directly recieved his commandments to be sure and teach them to their children. One thing is clear from the timing of the cycle in Isreals history, Those who new God  either didn't teach their children about Him or did and let them mingle with the godless ways of the world.





Today, just as in Isreals time, God wants us to be different than the world. He wants us to have a diffent pattern to our life. So what is worlds pattern and what is Gods. Do you know what God loves and what he hates. Lets see.





II Tim 2:19 says  -   Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord k
